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"The man is happiest who lives
from day to day and asks no

more, garnering the simple

goodness of life."

Euripides

May 1st....
The death of the

When they first arrived in the United States, Asian (usually Chinese) immi-

grants were welcomed, or at least tolerated. After the California gold rush
brought thousands of Chinese to California, however, Asian immigrants faced

restrictive laws and occasional violence.

In the late 1800s, Chinese, and eventually other Asians, were excluded from
citizenship. These laws were repealed during World War Il, followed by fur-
ther immigration-law changes, making it easier for Asians to enter the United
States.

Today, Asian immigrants have a high rate of assimilation and participation in

the American mosaic.

The Chinese were the first Asians to arrive in large numbers. By the 1830s, Chi-
nese were selling goods in New York City and toiling in Hawaiian sugarcane
fields.

Gold was discovered in California in 1848, eventually attracting thousands of
Chinese miners and contract laborers. In 1850, just over 1,000 Asian immi-

grants entered the U.S., but ten years later, the figure had jumped to nearly
37,000, mostly Chinese.

In some quarters, Chinese workers were welcomed. The Central Pacific Rail-
road recruited Chinese to work on the transcontinental railroad in 1865. Three
years later the Chinese and the U.S. ratified the Burlingame Treaty which fa-

cilitated Chinese immigration.

However, many people feared being "overwhelmed" by the influx, which had
swelled to nearly 65,000 in 1870, and over 107,000 in 1880. Some cities
passed laws against Chinese and other Asians, often referred to as
"Mongolians." Anti-Chinese riots erupted in Chico, California, in 1877 and in
Rock Springs, Wyoming, in 1885.

Meanwhile, increasing contact with Japan prompted Japanese to move to Ha-
waii and California to work in agriculture. In 1869 the Wakamatsu Tea and Silk

Colony was established in California.

In 1899, following the Spanish-American War, the Philippines came under U.S.
control, prompting increased immigration. In 1902, the pensionado program,

which allowed Filipinos to study in the U.S., was implemented.

Because most Filipinos are Roman Catholic, their integration into American
life was somewhat easier than for other Asians. Though Filipinos faced the
same prejudices as Chinese and Japanese laborers (as described in Carlos Bu-
losan's book America is in the Heart), Filipinos arrived with English skills, mak-

ing assimilation easier.

History

During World War I, more than 100,000 Americans of Japanese ancestry
were placed in internment camps. Even though many did not speak Japanese
or have close ties to Japan, they were nonetheless regarded as wartime
threats. Although the U.S. was also at war with Germany and Italy, Americans

with ancestors from those countries did not face internment.

In 1988, Congress passed a measure giving $20,000 to Japanese Americans
who had been interned during the war. President George H.W. Bush signed it

the following year.

Although Asian immigration increased steadily through much of the 20th
century, the region still contributed fewer newcomers than Europe, Latin
America, and North America.

The McCarran-Walter Act of 1952 eliminated race as a barrier to immigra-
tion, and in 1965 national quotas were ended, thus facilitating Asian immi-

gration.

Political power soon followed. Dalip Singh was elected to U.S. Congress from
California's Imperial Valley, and in 1962 Hawaii sent Daniel K. Inouye to the
U.S. Senate and Spark Matsunaga to the U.S. House. Two years later, Patsy
Takemoto Mink of Hawaii was elected to the U.S. House, becoming the first
Asian-American woman in Congress.

Since then, hundreds of Asian Americans have been elected to state legisla-

tures and municipal positions.

In 1979, the United States and China resumed diplomatic relations, making
immigration easier for Chinese. But, new arrivals came from other Asian
countries as well, including India and Pakistan. And in 1975 following the
Vietnam War, more than 130,000 refugees fleeing from the Communist gov-
ernments of Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos arrived on U.S. shores. Million of

Asians arrived in subsequent years.

In 1980, more than 2.5 million Asian immigrants entered the U.S., up from
under 500,000 in 1960.

The Immigration Act of 1990 increased the numbers of Asians coming to the
U.S. by raising the total quota and reorganizing system of preferences to fa-
vor certain professional groups. This allowed Asians with training in medicine,
high technology, and other specialties to enter more easily. In 1990, over five
million Asian immigrants were reported, and in 2000 the figure was over

seven million.

founder and leader

100th/442nd Regimental Combat Team
of al Qaeda comes

When the United States entered World War Il in 1941, there were 5,000 Japanese Americans in the U.S. armed forces. Many were summarily dis-

charged. Those of draft age were classified as 4-C, "enemy aliens," despite being US citizens.

almost 10 years af-

In Hawai'i, however, a battalion of Nisei volunteers was formed in May 1942. As the 100th Infantry Battalion, they were sent to North Africa in
ter the September
11, 2001, attacks.

The death of Adolf

Hitler was also an-

June of 1943 where they joined the 34th Division in combat. By September 1943, they were sent to Italy where they saw fierce combat and came
to be known as the "Purple Heart Battalion" due to their high casualty rate.

In January 1943, the US War Department announced the formation of the segregated 442nd Regimental Combat Team (RCT) made up of Nisei
volunteers from Hawai'i and the mainland. In June of 1944, the 442nd joined forces with the 100th Infantry Battalion in Europe and incorporated
the 100th into the 442nd. Due to the stunning success of Nisei in combat, the draft was re-instated in January 1944 for Nisei in the detention
camps to bolster the ranks of the 442nd. Eventually, the 442nd RCT consisted of the 2nd, 3rd, and 100th Battalions; the 522nd Field Artillery Bat-
talion; the 232nd Engineering Company; the 206th Army Band; Anti- Tank Company; Cannon Company; and Service Company.

nounced on May

Istin 1945.

Due to their outstanding bravery and the heavy combat duty they faced, the 100/442nd RCT became the most decorated unit in U.S. military his-
tory for its size and length of service. There were over 18,000 individual decorations for bravery, 9,500 Purple Hearts, and seven Presidential Dis-

tinguished Unit Citations.
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Holocaust Memorial

The Holocaust was the systematic, bureaucratic, state-sponsored persecution and murder of approximately six million Jews by the Nazi regime and its

collaborators. "Holocaust" is a word of Greek origin meaning "sacrifice by fire." The Nazis, who came to power in Germany in January 1933, believed that
Germans were "racially superior" and that the Jews, deemed "inferior," were an alien threat to the so-called German racial community.

During the era of the Holocaust, German authorities also targeted other groups because of their perceived "racial inferiority": Roma (Gypsies), the dis-
abled, and some of the Slavic peoples (Poles, Russians, and others). Other groups were persecuted on political, ideological, and behavioral grounds, among
them Communists, Socialists, Jehovah's Witnesses, and homosexuals.

In 1933, the Jewish population of Europe stood at over nine million. Most European Jews lived in countries that Nazi Germany would occupy or influence
during World War II. By 1945, the Germans and their collaborators killed nearly two out of every three European Jews as part of the "Final Solution," the
Nazi policy to murder the Jews of Europe. Although Jews, whom the Nazis deemed a priority danger to Germany, were the primary victims of Nazi ra-
cism, other victims included some 200,000 Roma (Gypsies). At least 200,000 mentally or physically disabled patients, mainly Germans, living in institu-

tional settings, were murdered in the so-called Euthanasia Program

As Nazi tyranny spread across Europe, the Germans and their collaborators persecuted and murdered millions of other people. Between two and three
million Soviet prisoners of war were murdered or died of starvation, disease, neglect, or maltreatment. The Germans targeted the non-Jewish Polish intel-
ligentsia for killing, and deported millions of Polish and Soviet civilians for forced labor in Germany or in occupied Poland, where these individuals
worked and often died under deplorable conditions. From the earliest years of the Nazi regime, German authorities persecuted homosexuals and others
whose behavior did not match prescribed social norms. German police officials targeted thousands of political opponents (including Communists, Social-
ists, and trade unionists) and religious dissidents (such as Jehovah's Witnesses). Many of these individuals died as a result of incarceration and maltreat-
ment.

Continued Page 3

Cinco De Mayo

The holiday of Cinco De Mayo, The 5th of May, commemorates the victory of the Mexican militia
over the French army at The Battle of Puebla in 1862. It is primarily a regional holiday celebrated in

i the Mexican state capital city of Puebla and throughout the state of Puebla, with some limited recog-
nition in other parts of Mexico, and especially in U.S. cities with a significant Mexican population. It

M is not, as many people think, Mexico's Independence Day, which is actually September 16.

The battle at Puebla in 1862 happened at a violent and chaotic time in Mexico's history. Mexico had
finally gained independence from Spain in 1821 after a difficult and bloody struggle, and a number
of internal political takeovers and wars, including the Mexican-American War (1846-1848) and the
Mexican Civil War of 1858, had ruined the national economy.

During this period of struggle Mexico had accumulated heavy debts to several nations, including
Spain, England and France, who were demanding repayment. Similar debt to the U.S. was previously
settled after the Mexican-American War. France was eager to expand its empire at that time, and used the debt issue to move forward with goals of
establishing its own leadership in Mexico. Realizing France's intent of empire expansion, Spain and England withdrew their support. When Mexico
finally stopped making any loan payments, France took action on its own to install Napoleon III's relative, Archduke Maximilian of Austria, as ruler of
Mexico.

France invaded at the gulf coast of Mexico along the state of Veracruz and began to march toward Mexico City, a distance today of less than 600
miles. Although American President Abraham Lincoln was sympathetic to Mexico's cause, and for which he is honored in Mexico, the U.S. was in-
volved in its own Civil War at the time and was unable to provide any direct assistance.

Marching on toward Mexico City, the French army encountered strong resistance near Puebla at the Mexican forts of Loreto and Guadalupe. Lead by
Mexican General Ignacio Zaragoza Seguin, a smaller, poorly armed militia estimated at 4500 men were able to stop and defeat a well outfitted
French army of 6500 soldiers, which stopped the invasion of the country. The victory was a glorious moment for Mexican patriots, which at the time
helped to develop a needed sense of national unity, and is the cause for the historical date's celebration.

Unfortunately, the victory was short lived. Upon hearing the bad news, Napoleon III had found an excuse to send more troops overseas to try and
invade Mexico again, even against the wishes of the French populace. 30,000 more troops and a full year later, the French were eventually able to
depose the Mexican army, take over Mexico city and install Maximilian as the ruler of Mexico.

Maximilian's rule of Mexico was also short lived, from 1864 to 1867. With the American Civil War now over, the U.S. began to provide more politi-
cal and military assistance to Mexico to expel the French, after which Maximilian was executed by the Mexicans - his bullet riddled shirt is kept at
the museum at Chapultepec Castle in Mexico City. So despite the eventual French invasion of Mexico City, Cinco de Mayo honors the bravery and
victory of General Zaragoza's smaller, outnumbered militia at the Battle of Puebla in 1862.

For the most part, the holiday of Cinco de Mayo is more of a regional holiday in Mexico, celebrated most vigorously in the state of Puebla. There is
some limited recognition of the holiday throughout the country with different levels of enthusiasm, but it's nothing like that found in Puebla.
Celebrating Cinco de Mayo has become increasingly popular along the U.S.-Mexico border and in parts of the U.S. that have a high population of
people with a Mexican heritage. In these areas the holiday is a celebration of Mexican culture, of food, music, beverage and customs unique to Mex-
ico.

Commercial interest in the United States and Mexico have also had a hand in promoting the holiday, with products and services focused on Mexican
food, beverages and festivities, with music playing a more visible role as well. Several cities throughout the U.S. hold parades and concerts during the

week following up to May 5th, so that Cinco de Mayo has become a bigger holiday north of the border than it is to the south, and being adopted into

the holiday calendar of more and more people every year.
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Feng Shui

Nothing can stop the man Feng Shui is the classical Chinese system for seeking harmony. As Asian culture becomes more popu-
with the right mental atti- lar in the United States, the ancient Chines method of creating a harmonious environment is also
tude from achieving his gaining ground.
goal; nothing on earth can
help the man with the wrong
mental attitude

Pronounced "fung shway," Feng Shui literally means " wind and water." Its roots are 5,000 years old.

Feng Shui seeks to promote prosperity, good health, and general well being by examining how en-
ergy, g/ pronounced "chee," flows through a particular room, house, building, or garden.

~Thomas Jefferson~

Feng Shui considers yin, feminine and passive energy, and yang, which is masculine and hot. It also
looks at the five elements - water, fire, wood, metal, and earth and the external environment.

The points on the compass, with eight separate directions - north, northeast, east, southeast, south,
southwest, west, and northwest - are also important.

A Feng Shui expert, known as a geomancer, will consult an individual's Chinese horoscope to figure
out what is best for that person and use complicated mathematical calculations from the ancient / Ching, (Book of Changes), to determine
what aspects of the house are out balance.

Feng Shui can be used to decide the location, construction, and architectural features of buildings, the placement and style of furniture, colors
and decorating schemes, and the location of plantings, paths, and other outside features. By creating a more pleasing atmosphere, Feng Shui
has been credited with improving family communication, restoring employee cooperation, and increasing a store's sales.

The principles can be applied to any style of building or decorating, not just to Chinese or Asian modes.

Royal Secret

When China was under imperial rule, Feng Shui was a secret, known only to a handful of astronomers and scientists commissioned with main-
taining the health, wealth, and power of the court.

Imperial palaces and cities were planned according to Feng Shui, which became a principle of classical Chinese architecture. Beijing's Forbid-
den City is an example. A spectacular complex of palaces, administrative buildings, and temples arranged around a series of courtyards, the

Forbidden City was the capital of China during the Ming and Qing dynasties.

Today, Feng Shui is available to everyone. Banks, hotels, houses, and even several new communities in Hong Kong have been planned accord-
ing to Feng Shui. Many Chinese use Feng Shui to improve business.

n the early years of the Nazi regime, the National Socialist government established concentration camps to detain

Althou gh 1t's not reco g- il real and imagined political and ideological opponents. Increasingly in the years before the outbreak of war, SS and
nized in the U.S. or Can-
ada, May Day is one of

the biggest bank holidays
elsewhere in the world.

';_:, police officials incarcerated Jews, Roma, and other victims of ethnic and racial hatred in these camps. To concen-
; 771,/ trate and monitor the Jewish population as well as to facilitate later deportation of the Jews, the Germans and their
/1 collaborators created <ghettos, transit camps, and forced-labor camps for Jews during the war years. The German
authorities also established numerous forced-labor camps, both in the so-called Greater German Reich and in Ger-

S . . i3 man-occupied territory, for non-Jews whose labor the Germans sought to exploit.
While it conjures up im-

ages of maypoles and
folk dances, the holiday
has gone through a radi-
cal transformation over
the centuries. Originally a sands of others. Between 1941 and 1944, Nazi German authorities deported millions of Jews from Germany, from occupied territories, and from the coun-

Following the invasion of the Soviet Union in June 1941, Einsatzgruppen (mobile killing units) and, later, militarized battalions of Order Police officials,
moved behind German lines fo carry out mass-murder operations against Jews, Roma, and Soviet state and Communist Party officials. German SS and police

units, supported by units of the Wehrmacht and the Waffen SS, murdered more than a million Jewish men, women, and children, and hundreds of thou-

pagan celebration called tries of many of its Axis allies to ghettos and to killing centers, often called extermination camps, where they were murdered in specially developed gassing
Beltane (which translates  FErSisste
roughly to "day of fire"),

May Day is observed as In the final months of the war, SS guards moved camp inmates by train or on forced marches, often called “death marches,” in an attempt to prevent the
"Labor Day" or
"International Workers'
Day" in many countries,
and organized street dem-
onstrations and marches
by working people and
their labor unions are

common. and 1951, almost 700,000 Jews emigrated to Israel, including 136,000 Jewish displaced persons from Europe. Other Jewish DPs emigrated to the United

Allied liberation of large numbers of prisoners. As Allied forces moved across Europe in a series of offensives against Germany, they began to encounter and
liberate concentration camp prisoners, as well as prisoners en route by forced march from one camp to another. The marches continued until May 7, 1945,
the day the German armed forces surrendered unconditionally to the Allies. For the western Allies, World War II officially ended in Europe on the next day,

May 8 (V-E Day), while Soviet forces announced their “Victory Day” on May 9, 1945.

In the aftermath of the Holocaust, many of the survivors found shelter in displaced persons (DP) camps administered by the Allied powers. Between 1948

States and other nations. The last DP camp closed in 1957. The crimes committed during the Holocaust devastated most European Jewish communities and

In the case of Hungary, eliminated hundreds of Jewish communities in occupied eastern Europe entirely.
Poland and other East

European nations, May Further Reading
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€ra, \Vl]en Pal’tV le'ddel's Gutman, Israel, editor. Encyclopedia of the Holocaust. New York: Macmillan Publishing Company, 1990.
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STATE EQUAL EMPLOYMENT MANAGEMENT OFFICE
-Updated 28 April 2011-

Edward Jenner, a British physi-
cian, performed the first vacci-
nation against smallpox in May
14, 1796.

Employee Assistance Program Coordinators
SMSgt Ronald Silva 161 ARW, Phoenix

602-302-9299 ronald.silva@ang.af.mil
e Lewis and Clark began trip up

Missouri River, May 14, 1804.

Federal Women’s Program Managers
CW3 Latny L. Salt WAATS
SFC Tonya F. Fitzpatrick WAATS

162", Tucson

520-750-5647
520-750-5569
DSN-844-6735

latny.l.salt@us.army.mil

tonya. fitzpatrick @us.army.mil

SSgt Jessica Munoz

® Tsrael became an independent jessica.munoz@ang.af.mil

country as the last British troops Hispanic Employment Program Managers

left Palestine, May 14, 1948. CPT Patrick Camunez Attorney Advisor 602-267-2588 patrick.camunez@us.army.mil
CMSgt Carlos Trujillo 161° ARW, Phoenix 602-302-903 1 carlos.trujillo@ang.af.mil

O U.S. begcn first regular airmail TSgt Joseph Ferreira 162™ FW Tucson DSN-844-6662 joseph.ferreira@ang.af.mil
TSgt David Aranda 162™ FW Tucson 520-295-6277 david.aranda@ang.af.mil

service May 15, 1918.
African American Employment Program Managers
TSgt Gayla Beasley 107" ACS, Phoenix

. William Seward, American 623-856-2599 gayla.beasley@luke.af.mil
statesman who arranged the pur-

chase of Alaska, born May 16, 1801.

Native American Employment Program Managers
SFC Marilyn Vervaet CSMS, Phoenix

602-267-2635 marilyn.vervaet@us.army.mil

SGT Adelbert Johnson WAATS 520-616-5682 adelbert.johnson@us.army.mil
TSgt David Aranda 162™ FW Tucson 520-295-6277 david.aranda@ang.af.mil

® Homestead Act signed by Presi-

dent Abraham Lincoln, May 20, 1862. Asian American Employment Program Manager

Capt. Cheryll L. Shewbert 1615 FSS/ARW, Phoenix

602-302-9131 Cheryll.Shewbert@ang.af.mil

Disability Program Manager

®  Amelia Earhart began the first

. CPT Patrick Camunez Attorney Advisor 602-267-2588 patrick.camunez(@us.army.mil
solo flight by a woman across the ) - ,
. MSG Rudy Soto CSMS, Phoenix (602) 267-2635 rudy.v.soto@us.army.mil
Atlantic Ocean May 20, 1932. . d ) o .
TSgt Joseph Ferreira 162" Tucson DSN-844-6662 joseph. ferreira@ang.af.mil
Equal Opportunity Advisor
® First Democratic National Con- MSG Michelle Chiapputi JFHQ 623-760-3012 michelle.chiapputi@us.army.mil
vention held May 21, 1832. SFC Tonya F. Fitzpatrick WAATS 520-750-5569 tonya. fitzpatrick@us.army.mil
Equal Opportunity Directors
® Clara Barton founded what be- Capt. Brian Wiscombe Air/Phoenix 602-302-9142 brian.wiscombe@ang.af.mil
came the American Red Cross May Maj. Sandra Wilson Air/Tucson 520-295-6671 sandra.wilson@ang.af.mil
21, 1881. EEQO Counselors
Maj. Kellie Adolf HRO, Phoenix 602-629-4807 kellie.adolf@us.army.mil
° Charles Lindbergh finished first SGT Chanelle Jasso HRO, Phoenix 602-629-4811 chanelle.jasso@us.army.mil
sandllaitie qalle flighT N\Gy 21,1927. SFC To-nya F. Fitzpatrick WAATS 520-750-5569 tf)nya.ﬁtzpatrnckga&u&armymﬂ -
MSgt Tim Cervantez JFHQ DSN 853-2756 timothy.b.cervantez@us.army.mil
SMSgt DeAndre Conley 161" ARW 602-302-9229 deandre.conley@ang.af. mil
®  Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, British Lt. Col Allen Kinnison 162" FW 520-295-6030 alkinnison@ang.af.mil
author and creator of Sherlock Maj Sandra Wilson 162" FW 520-295-6671 sandra. wilson@ang.af. mil
Holmes, born May 22, 1859. SMSgt Miguel A. Islas 1627 FW 520-295-7031 miguel.islas@ang.af.mil
MSgt Melissa, Gonzalez 162" FW DSN-844-6030 melissa.gonzalez@ang.af.mil
MSgt Kimberly Alterman 162" FW 520-295-6158 kimberly.alterman@ang.af.mil
SMSgt Jacinta Figueroa 162" FW DSN 844-6880 jacfig3765@gmail.com
SMSgt Sandra G. Ahern 162" FW DSN 844-6013 sandra.ahern@ang.af.mil
TSgt Amie P. Neighbors 162™ FW 520-295-7005 amie.neighbors@ang.af.mil

MAJ Tim Tucker, State Diversity Coordinator 602-629-4806
tim.tucker3@us.army.mil

CMSgt Kristin Bronson, State Equal Employment Manager (SEEM)  602-629-4836
kristin.bronson@us.army.mil

SGT Chanelle Jasso, State Equal Employment Specialist ~ 602-629-4811

chanelle.jasso@ng.army.mil
Avenues for Assistance

AZNG Chaplain's Office
Soldier Support Center
Physicians
Inpatient & Outpatient clinics
Wellness Center's at Luke or
Davis Monthan AFB.

dpgcial Emphasis Programs
Community information Referral
! Servicet
Www.cirs.org
602-263-8856
1-800-352-3792

Would you like to Participate?

Military One Source You can be a part of the Special Emphasis Programs (SEP's) listed and help assist with the recruitment, selection, develop-

Www.militaryonesource.com

1800.30.9647 ment, and career advancement for minority groups and Women in the Federal Government.

What are Special Emphasis Programs?

The programs are federally mandated to help with recruitment, selection, development, and career advancement for mi-

norities and Women in the Federal Government.

What are SEPM's?

http://www.442fw.afrc.af.mil

http://www.quotegarden.com
spring.html

The Special Emphasis Program Managers (SEPM's) are collateral duty managers that advise management and other agency

officials in the implementation of the programs.

www.mexionline.com
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